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Classroom Observations

02/02/2008

« Print observation form on dot paper
« Record segments of the lesson

« Use the recorded segments to reinforce positive

behaviors or Instruct in areas that need
improvement



Classroom Walkthroughs
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Print or sketch a seating chart on dot paper

Code Category Description
- L a— Requires a right answer or simple recall of facts;
’ ¢ 4 includes review questions
? Higher éognitive suestion Requires students to think, apply, interpret, analyze,
(circle) d 9 q synthesize, create, or evaluate
? CFaRE TR St Requires students to show understanding of content or
(slashed) 9 procedures; call for summarizing, explaining, comparing
5 I, Students’ academic responses, actions, or products are
9 praised or acknowledged
c Correction Students’ academic responses are wrong or incomplete,
and teacher corrects them
. ) Students’ academic responses are wrong or incomplete,
G Guided correction and teacher guides, probes, restates
(check mark) Social comments Teacher makes a social comment to a student. Even if
stated as a question, a social comment is coded
— Reprimand Teacher reprimands behavior
. Student initiates Student initiates remarks or questions to the teacher. Be

sure to code the teacher’s response if there is one

Document classroom interactions between students



Mentoring Programs

Master Teachers can mentor new teachers by creating
pencasts that demonstrate:

» Lesson presentations
» Classroom management techniques

* Instructional strategies




Meeting Notes
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« Store all of your meeting notes in one or more
Livescribe notebooks

« Search all of the notebooks for “keywords” using
the Livescribe desktop software

« Organize your notes with custom notebooks for
topics of interest



Professional Development

« Save MONEY and send fewer representatives to training workshops,
conferences and presentations

- Capture the conference sessions and take notes with the smartpen




Running Records / Fluency

Table 1

Running Record Symbols and Marking Conventions

Reading behavior

Accurate word reading

Marking convention

l/ above each correctly read
word,

Example

The brown fox

Substitution (onge error if not
self- corrected: record one error
regardless of the number of
incorrect substitutions)

Write each word antempied above
the actual word.

v hrave v

The brown Fox

Omission {one error)

— {long dash)

The brown fox

Insertion {one error)

al point of insertion with the
inseried word abave it

v oplinle

The brown fox

Repetition of one wond
{no error)

R (ome repetition)
R2 {two repetitions)
R3 {three repetitions)

R
The brown Fox

Repetition of phrase
{no error)

R with line and arrow 1o the
poim of where the reader
returned 1 repear,

—

e brown fox.......

Self-corection (no error)

SC afier the ervor 1o indicare
child has corrected error.

brave/SC
The brown Fox

Intervention / student confused
and unwilling to try again
{one error)

Write TA if you need 1o tell
student w "try again” and point
1o where he or she needs o

Iry again,

Place brackets around part of
the text thart the child had 1o
iy again.

TA
[The brown fox].......

Intervention / unable to read
a word {one error)

Write T above word if you tell
the child the word after a 5-10
second wait.

T
The brown fox

Beginning sound {no error)

Mark the beginning sound above
the word if the child says it first,
then a (check) if he or she
Follows with the cormect word,

hiv'

The brown fox

Fairfax County Public
Schools, Virginia
completed a 13 school
pilot with 100 teachers
and found the use of the
smartpen increased the
accuracy and ability to
analyze running records
effectively

Print form on dot paper or
create own system of
markings in a notebook
Replay as many times as
necessary using the
playback speed if necessary
to accurately diagnose
reading miscues

Create a remediation plan
based on findings
Reassess and keep all
recordings in a student
portfolio using custom
notebooks
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Audio Dots

e Create dot labels by printing dot paper on
mailing labels or cut up a piece of dot paper

« Add audio to the dot with a bullet or check

mark to activate the audio and record a review, oral
reading, background music, etc.

« Place the dots on objects around the room to
audio-enable any print resource with a recording

Education Example: Collaborative Rainforest Oral Project




Substitute Lesson Plans

02/02/2008

« Print your lesson plan template on dot paper

« Add audio-enhanced directions to share

information about where items are located, special
helpers, background knowledge on the topic, etc.
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Musical Notebook

« Fill a notebook with your music collection by
recording songs and other musical works

- Create a matching assessment by asking
students to match the composer on the bottom with
the musical composition on top (see image)




Homework / Homebound Helpers

e Create pencasts of each lesson

* Students sSee and hear the lesson as many times as needed
to grasp content at a speed they can understand

o Create a collection for self-guided discovery of curriculum topics

 Homebound students get the same access to instruction as students
in school by the same teacher

Check out: http://juliemcleod.org/mathcasts/
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Speech Language Pathologists

 Bring recorded conversations of a student to

referral meetings to document suspected speech
difficulties for the team to review

« Create articulation practice sheets, language
development sheets, or customized communication
boards

« Students can record their practice sessions
directly on the dot paper to document their progress

- w
Orange County
Public Schools,

Florida just
purchased 290
smartpens — one
for every speech
language
pathologist in the
school district!

[ )

02/02/2008
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Make-Up Spelling Tests

« Record spelling test as delivered

« Place in sheet protector and put stylus in pen

» Absent students can use the test with earbuds to
take the test when they return
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Talking Tests

- Record test questions and answers for
students with verbal accommodations in their [EP

« Students can also record their answers if
necessary

Orange County Public
Schools, Florida
also purchased 850
smartpens — 10 for
each of their 85
Title 1 schools!
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Parent Penmall

« Enhance parent-teacher communication by

recording notes to parents at the bottom of a
student’s notebook agenda for the day

« Record messages in a student’s native
language if a translator is available at school

- Parents can respond back to the teacher with
their own notes if desired
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Audio Study Guides

Print image on dot paper

Record information about diagram or image

(Students can do this during a lesson with a teacher’s
prompting to make their own study guide)

Place paper in sheet protector

Glve students access for review
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Multi-Layer Notetaking

02/02/2008

- Capture main ideas/topic headings during

Instruction from teacher, a video, or other source
(leave space on page to add more information)

« Listen to original recording and layer in more
notes as many times as necessary for retention

« The new notes are also linked to the audio!
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Augmentative/Alternative

Communication Devices
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